
Dialogue on the Foundations of the Modern 

1) “The century after 1600 has been designated by many names: the age of power, the age 

of expansion, the age of revolution.  The list goes on; and taken separately, each of these 

designations points out some important trend or “truth” about the seventeenth century as 

reflected in one of its various facets.  Taken together, however, these names suggest a 

greater theme, one which transcends each particular view and brings them all into 

coherent relationship.  This theme, which we may call the urge towards absolutism, 

concerns the accelerated drive by strong-willed and powerful men to achieve integral 

power and full control over society in its political, economic, and general cultural 

aspects.”  Gentrain Syllabus 

 

2) “Second law: that a man be willing, when others are so too, as far forth as for peace and 

defense of himself he shall think it necessary, to lay down this right to all things; and be 

contented with so much liberty against other men as he would allow other men against 

himself. For as long as every man holdeth this right, of doing anything he liketh; so long 

are all men in the condition of war. But if other men will not lay down their right, as well 

as he, then there is no reason for anyone to divest himself of his: for that were to expose 

himself to prey, which no man is bound to, rather than to dispose himself to peace… The 

mutual transferring of right is that which men call contract.” Hobbes Chapter 14 

 

3) Man is only a reed, the weakest in nature; but he is a thinking reed. There is no need for 

the whole universe to take up arms to crush him: a vapor, a drop of water is enough to kill 

him. But even if the universe were to crush him, man would still be nobler than his 

slayer, because he knows that he is dying and the advantage the universe has over him. 

The universe knows nothing of this.  Pascal 

 

4) I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has endowed us with sense, 

reason, and intellect, has intended us to forgo their use.  (Galileo) 

 

5) CANONS AND DECREES OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT: ON THE 

INVOCATION, VENERATION, AND RELICS, OF SAlNTS, AND ON SACRED 

IMAGES. 

…Moreover, that the images of Christ, of the Virgin Mother of God, and of the other saints, are to 

be had and retained particularly in temples, and that due honor and veneration are to be given them; 

not that any divinity, or virtue, is believed to be in them, on account of which they are to be 

worshipped; or that anything is to be asked of them; or, that trust is to be reposed in images, as was 

of old done by the Gentiles who placed their hope in idols; but because the honor which is shown 

them is referred to the prototypes which those images represent; in such wise that by the images 

which we kiss, and before which we uncover the head, and prostrate ourselves, we adore Christ; 



and we venerate the saints, whose similitude they bear: as, by the decrees of Councils, and 

especially of the second Synod of Nicaea, has been defined against the opponents of images. 

And the bishops shall carefully teach this, that by means of the histories of the mysteries of our 

Redemption, portrayed by paintings or other representations, the people is instructed, and 

confirmed in (the habit of) remembering, and continually revolving in mind the articles of faith; 

as also that great profit is derived from all sacred images, not only because the people are 

thereby admonished of the benefits and gifts bestowed upon them by Christ, but also because 

the miracles which God has performed by means of the saints, and their salutary examples, are 

set before the eyes of the faithful; that so they may give God thanks for those things; may order 

their own lives and manners in imitation of the saints; and may be excited to adore and love God, 

and to cultivate piety. But if any one shall teach, or entertain sentiments, contrary to these decrees; let 

him be anathema. 

And if any abuses have crept in amongst these holy and salutary observances, the holy Synod 

ardently desires that they be utterly abolished; in such wise that no images, (suggestive) of 

false doctrine, and furnishing occasion of dangerous error to the uneducated, be set up. And 

if at times, when expedient for the unlettered people; it happen that the facts and narratives of 

sacred Scripture are portrayed and represented; the people shall be taught, that not thereby is the 

Divinity represented, as though it could be seen by the eyes of the body, or be portrayed by colors 

or figures. 

Moreover, in the invocation of saints, the veneration of relics, and the sacred use of images, 

every superstition shall be removed, all filthy lucre be abolished; finally, all lasciviousness be 

avoided; in such wise that figures shall not be painted or adorned with a beauty exciting to lust; 

nor the celebration of the saints, and the visitation of relics be by any perverted into reveling and 

drunkenness; as if festivals are celebrated to the honor of the saints by luxury and wantonness. 

In fine, let so great care and diligence be used herein by bishops, as that there be nothing seen 

that is disorderly, or that is unbecomingly or confusedly arranged, nothing that is profane, 

nothing indecorous, seeing that holiness becometh the house of God. 

And that these things may be the more faithfully observed, the holy Synod ordains, that no 

one be allowed to place, or cause to be placed, any unusual image, in any place, or church, 

howsoever exempted, except that image have been approved of by the bishop: also, that no 

new miracles are to be acknowledged, or new relics recognized, unless the said bishop has 

taken cognizance and approved thereof; who, as soon as he has obtained some certain 

information in regard to these matters, shall, after having taken the advice of theologians, 

and of other pious men, act therein as he shall judge to be consonant with truth and piety. 

But if any doubtful, or difficult abuse has to be extirpated; or, in fine, if any more grave question 



shall arise touching these matters, the bishop, before deciding the controversy, shall await the 

sentence of the metropolitan and of the bishops of the province, in a provincial Council; yet so, 

that nothing new, or that previously has not been usual in the Church, shall be resolved on, without 

having first consulted the most holy Roman Pontiff. 

 


